OF 


Intant-Baptiſm, 


/ 


/ 
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Briefly inquired into, and Diſcuſſed. 
7 - WHETHER. 


It Þe a Brat of BABYLON, or a 
Child of SITION. CEL, 


WHETHER 


It be deſcended from ROME, or from 
FERUSALEM. 


IN ANSWER 
To ſome Paſſages in aLetter giving occaſion for it. 
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To the Law and to the Teſtimony : if they ſpeak, not according to that 
word, it us becauſe there is 10 morning, or light, in them, Iſa, 8,20, 


| Try all things, and hold faſt that that is good, I Theſ. 5, 21. 
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Eader, \ pray theeCorre& with the Pen theſe following miſtakes 
of the Prefs. P. 4. 1. 14+ T. Matth. 9. 8. &. Mark 4+. 33+ 1. 16... 
"UAE. 26.29. Þ. $1. 9.1, how- 1. 38s I. that. 'P. 6.1. 39, I and 19. 6s 
P.g. 1.12.r, leads 1s ( as alſo what, and. 1. 14. r Att. 18. 8.) to.the ſecond 
" Argument, and ſo.1.19, I. as. 1. 27. I. the full ſtop at bleſſing. P. 10. I. 9, 
© I, Eſter. 8.P. 11. 1. 3. I. that al: that were. V. 13. |. 6.r. as it wes ſaid, 


2 


'P. 15.1. 12.1. $94) 29A WASYE P. 16.1, 4 Ie thoſe for there 8.1. 16.7." 


#ot alwayes the order, P. 17+ 1. 38, 39+ Te wetted, P. 18. I. 20, enteryate, 
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PN Ne THE ORIGINAL oF +5: * 
INFANT-BAPTISM 
Briefly inquired into and Diſcuſſed . I 


( | | FEST Received ( now ſome time ſince ) a Letter from you, 

SS rs by which I perceive you read over my little Book ; | 
becauſe you took occaſion thence to tell 'me, That 
though 1 bave ſeaſonably adviſed myCountry-men whence | 
and from whom torun, yet (you imply) 1do not (at - } 
leaſt in part ) lead them the way; and that I do wery 3 


| well diſcover what confuſion befel the Eaſt and Weſt 
Churches about Pedo-baptiſm. Wherein you miſtake me; for I ſaid 


$2 nothing therein of any confuſion thereabour, bur rather of the brother- 
th. ly forbearance of one another, in not judging and cenſuring one ano- 
b- 4 ther as Schiſmaticks, becauſe of their different practiſe therein. And, 
| I think, : did you and others learn and exerciſe that moderation too, : 
| - ſo as not to unchurch or undiſciple one another for their different be- 
ts © lief and praftiſe therein, you and they might do better than now you - 
WET: do. But you add,7T hat confuſion will not be very well avoided,nor Rome 
HE well deſerted, while we run to ber in the Weſt, rather than to Jeruſalem 
"> ' #n the Eaſt ( Acts 2. 37, 38,to41. Heb. 6. 2.) for dire&ion about 
5 oY the ſacred Ordinance of Baptiſm : Intimately implying therein, that 
F | men run to Rome for Infant-baptiſm,; and that it is condemned by what 
i: comes from 7eruſalem, quoting thoſe above-mentioned Scriptures for 
8-4 proof. In which I am diſſatisfied, finding nothing againſt burrather' 
= 7 for, Infant-baptiſm therein: ſoas, Irthink, I-may fay you cannot 
[2 of prove that Infant-baptiſm had its original from or at Rome, or was any 
"Wse- | invention, , or introduction, of theirs, but rather, I judge, it had its 
n | original at or from feruſalew. = SO IMP el 
k- Þ . Tertullian, a Prieſt, or Presbyter, of Carthage in Africa, who li- 
| \Þ ved about two hundred and forty: years after Chriſt's Nativity, wri- 
Fa ting of Baptiſm, intimately confeſſes, that 1t was practiſed at or be- 
E-&  forehis time, and at other places than Rowe: : and though he ſhews his g 
"ow 4 diſlike of it, yet he brings no ſuch Argument againſt ir, as thatir ha# - 


aw i od 4 oo 
F %* n = bs & _ 1 %4 1 P = Kg . f = -. " a 


OY > I. ve. oy (> eTH7 bee *. 


% 
: y - . Vo» - y , >». on pO II 
pa ® . « » - <A. »*:7 © xr : "_ , 
Ee es eee eee Eon ”— mm—_—— 


—_—_ Jo Is a, 
S a — fc ww. 


% 
h _ 


- R 
0044 / Oat ef BAG iae ui OE EA GRURRES TUG AN 


Ee tre LE ENTS 


(2) 
Its original from Rome, Or was praiſed npon the account of ſome 
 Impoſition; or Decree, of any of her Popes or Biſhops, but clearly 
ſignifies that they, who then practiſed -it, did it upon Chriſt's Autho- 
ry, and Injuntion, commanding little Children to be brought to. 
him, and not co forbid them; and therefore alfo diredts his ſtile ſoo as: 
ro indeayour to make invalid the authority, or mind, of that Scrip- 
ture from giving any countenance to it, But ſo weakly and imperti- 
nently, as that the very weakneſs of his arguing (though a learned 
and judicious perſon where the cauſe would bear it) ſhews the ſtrength 
of that ground of its pra&tiſe, rather than infringes it ; his arguings 
therein being rmuch-what like his arguings for the delaying Baptiſm to 
unmarried perſons, or againſt ſecond Marriages, clearly allowed of in 
the holy Scriptures, as 1 Cor. 7. 39, 40. Let us alittle examine 
what he laithto it ; Veniant dum adoleſcunt, veniant dum diſcunt, dum 
quo veniant decentur, &c. Let them come, faith he, when they grow 
up, let them come when they learn, when they are taught whither 
they ſhould go, let them be made Chriſtians when they ſhall be able 
- to know Chriſt. Which expreſlion3 as oppoſed to, or as expolitions 
of Chriſt's bidding his Diſciples to ſuffer the lirtle Children to come 
to him, what are they but evident peryertings of them from Chriſt's. 
mind and meaning ? who bid them let them come to him 1n their pre- 
ſent Infant ſtate, and rebuked his Diſciples for forbidding them, and 
1n that ſtate*laid his hands on them, and bleſſed them, ' And when. he 
adds, @uid feſtinat innocens &tas ad remiſſionempeccatorum ? Why, doth 
an innocent age haſten to the remiſſion of ſins? As if they needed not the 
Grace of Chriſt to remit their ſinfulneſs, and admit them into his 
Church, ſpeaks he not croſs to our Saviours faying in ohn 3.3, 5,6. 
( which the ſame Tertwllian-in the ſame Treatiſe alſo alledges, to prove 
the neccflity of Baptiſm) iv # ns. Except a man (any ene) be born 
again of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter intothe Kingdom of 
Ged: T hat that is born of the fleſh ts fleſh: Tn which he ſuppoſes no man 
ſo clean by his natural birth, as not to need a new birth to give him 
admiſſion into the heavenly Kingdom. Bur clear it 1s, that before 
Tertullian's dayes Infants aſed to be baptized inthe Church of God : 
And after his dayes Cyprian, Biſhop of Carthage (though in aRual 
variance with 'the then Biſhop of Rowe aboat Baptiſm) ina Council 
of above lixty Biſhops, upon queſtion.then made by ſome about Infant-: 
bapriſm, Whether they ought to ſtay till the eighth day before they bapti- 
zed them, becauſe they uſed not to be circumciſed ſooner, not only deter- 
mined, that Infants might be bapcized, bur alſo that there was no need 
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of {taying for the eighth day; as in Circumciſion ; becauſe the Grace 
of God 1s to be denyed to none who delire it, or for whom 1t1s deſ1- 
red. Trueit is, that Higinw, a Biſhop of Rome ( before either of 
their dayes ) its ſaid, did ordain the uſe of Sureties : but I find not 
- that he ordained, or begun, the praQtiſe of Infant-baptiſm, nor that 
- they that praQiſed it did it upon his authority, or of any other mere 
man. The praRiſe of that, it ſeems, was in uſe before his time, though 
living as Biſhop about the year one hundred and forty after the Birth 
of Chriſt, and ſo not much above one hundred after his Death, and 
leſs by much after the death of all the Apoſtles. It's probable that he 
ordain'd Sureties out of a prudential, and Chriitian care to prevent 
the Children, that were brought into the Church, from falling under 
the education of Heathens, in caſe of their Chriſtian Parents death. 
But whatever original Suretics had, it appears not that Infant-baptiſm 
had the ſame, nor that the baptizing only of adult perſons, profeſting 
faith, was the command of Chrift ;. chough by your expreſſions,in the 
cloſe of your Letter, wherein you ſay, | that Yoxr love 7s to all that 
love Chriſt, eſpecially ſuch as love him and keep his Commandments | you 
ſcem to ſuggeſt ſuch a thing. Which I ſhall rake leave and liberty a 
little to examine ; and therein to view, by the way, whither the two 
Scriptures you quote, viz. As 2. and Heb. 6.6. evince any ſuch 
thing, as given by Chriſt, at or from Jerzſalem1n the Eaſt. 

1. And firſt, evident and undeniable it1is, that God in the former 
times, before the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, did admit Infants into 
his Church, and Kingdom, by outward Ordinance, and entred them 
into Covenant with him, and ordered them to have the outward Seat 
thereof given them, as appears in Ger. 17.7, 8, 9, IO, &c. Dent.29. * 
IO, 11,12,13. Now that our Lord Jeſus did any where expreſs or 
{ignifie it to be his mind and will, that, in che Church, or Kingdom, cf 
God, as ordered by him to conſiſt of Jews andGentiles, and ſo of all 
Nations, Infants, or Children, ſhould be excluded and ſhut our of: it, 
or if admitted, yet not by Baptiſm, rhe Ordinance by which ( and 
not by Circumcilion as before ) he ordered fuch as were to be his 
Diſciples, to be taken into it, I no where find ; butI findthe contrary 
1n the place alledged 1n the former and early rimes of the Church of 
God before mentioned, viz. thar when his Diſciples forbad fome to 
bring little Children, or Infants, to him, that he might lay his hands 
upon them, and bleſs them, he was very angry with them for ir, and 
commanded them to ſuffer the little Children ro come to him, not for- 
bidding them ; and declared poſitively, that of ſuch, (nor only in for- - 
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(4) | 
-mer times was, but yet alſo ) isthe Kingdom of God, Mart. 19, 13, 
14,15. Mark 10.13,14,15,16. Luke 18.16,17, This we find from 

Jeruſalem in the Eaſt, and not from Rome in the Welt only ; Andſo 
that it is the mind of Chriſt, that little Children ſhould come, or be 
brought to him for his Grace, and Bleſſing, to be paſſed over tothem 
by external Acts ordained in his Church (in and with whom alſo he 
is gracioully preſent, ſo as perſons may come to, and meet with him 
there, though bodily in Heaven, 2atth. 18.20. and 28, 20, ) be- 
cauſe of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, Where 

1. By ſuchis, and muſt be, underſtood ſuch in nature and kind al- 
ſo, as I haye ſhewed in my larger printed Diſcourſe about Infant-bap- 
tim. 

For firſt, ſothe word 7987S (ch) uſually, if not alwayes, (igni- 
fies; you may ſee it ſo in theſe places; Marth. Fa g: Mark 4.33. 
Tobn 4.23. and8.5. andg.10. Afts 16. 24.and 21 25, and 22.22. 
and 26, 29, Rom. 1.32, I Cor. 7.15.28. Gal. 5.21,23. and in 
many more. 

2. Nor can it be meant of ſuch only in reſemblance of quality, or 
metaphorical likeneſs, for then ic might as well be ſaid, ſuffer Lambs 
and Dovesto come to me, for of ſuch ( viz. in ſpiritual reſemblance ) 
1s the Kingdom of God : but it's no where fo ſaid by him. 

2. By the Kingdom of God 1s meant, at leaſt inclulively, the 
Church-ſtate, as ordered by and under Chriſt, and as to beordered 
by his Apoſtles, and their followers, as thefe.things perſwade me. 

I: That 1s often the notionof the Kingdom of God, or of Heaven 
aS in Matth. 13.24., 31,47. and 20, 1. and 22. 1. and 25. 1. Afts 
I- 3. belides many other Scriptures. 


2. And that it's ſo in this place hence appears. Becauſe the Apoſtles 
acither did, nor could, forbid their entrance into, or being made par- 


rakers of the As of the Grace of God, and of Chriſt, proper to the 
ſpirirual and internal Regiment oyer the inner man, or to the eternal 
{tate of men in the receit and injoyment of God's glory, ar leaſt an 
otherwiſe than as they might mediately hinder them of his Grace and 
Blefling, as to be ſought for and met with, in and by his outward mini- 
ſerial aRts, and appointments, ſuch as the laying on of his hands; and 
bleſſing them. And therefore the declaring that ſuch a ſtate, as in 
which ſuch external acts of miniſtry were to be exerciſed, appertainsto 
them, was moſt proper to convince them that they did badly in forbid- 
ding their coming, or being brought to him for them, 


- - 
. . . , © { 
, = 
LI, ue wee weld 4 * * : f > 3 If. F 
= - E243 «i * "= 4 Me IF ny y P 


LY - 3. It was uſual with our Saviour to take all occaſions offered to in-- 
i: ftru& his Apoſtles 1n the concerns of his Church, and how, when he | 
4 was gone fromthem, they ſhould order, ani obſerve, things therein : | 
So immediately before in Matth. 19.1, 2, 3, &c. from the Queſtion '1 
; about Divorce, he told them his mind, about marriage, divorce, and | 
{ ſingle life, asto be practiſed, and obſerved in his Church, comparing | 
E his diſcourſe therewith, 1 Cor. 7. though he netther married nor di- 
vorced any himſelf; and in Chap. 18. from their ſtriving for prehe- 
minence, He rook occaſion to inform them how they ſhould receive 
and carry themſelves towards little ones, void of fuck ambition as 
well as of ſuch gifts and priviledges as occaſioned i: in the Diſciples, 
ver. 2, 5, 6. and how to order his Church, themfelves, and others, in 
caſe of offending Brethren, vcr. 15, 16, ſeealſo Matth. 20. 20, 24. 
_ 25,26,27. and after his Reſurre&ion, when he ſpake to them of the 
E. things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, doubtleſs therein is inclu- | 
ded matters pertaining to the ſtate of his Church, and their aQtings 
therein, compared with 7atth. 28, 19, 20. Mark 16.15, 16, 17. | 
Jobn 20.22, 23. and21.15,16, 17. Even ſo here I underitand, that 
from the bringingtheſe little Children to him, he took occaſion to de- | 
= 7 clare his mind about the reception of ſuch little ones into his Church | 
p in all afier Ages; and ſo, that his Will herein ſo poſitively declared is - 


h a ſufficient determination of this Queſtion, which all ought ro ſubmir 
unto, acquieſce in, and obſerve. | 


* Object. If it be ſaid ( as I know it uſually is ) that it's not ſaid that - 
- Chriſt baptized thoſe Infants. | 
; Anſw. I anſwer : Nor baptized he any elſe with water, no not. 
'Þ aQual Believers, John4.. 2. but that they were baptized; or might be 
; baptized ,and Baptiſm due to ſuch where delired,]T learn from Ternuſalen - 

roo, if that piece of your own Doctrine be thence, That Baptiſm ts the- 
initial Ordinaxce, or way, of entrance into the Church,. or Kinedeu of * 
Goa; for ſo you imply, when--you tax others for not entring the 
'S Kingdom of God, becauſe they ſubmit not to be baptized by you, or in : | 
- your way. Surely 1f the Kingdom of God be of ſuch, then the entrance - 
or admiſſion into it muſt needs be ſo too, without which they cannot be - 
 inorof it. Nay, what you point to for direRtion from feruſalemin 
© the Eaſt about the ſacred Ordinance of Baptiſm in Heb. 6.2. compared. 
with the foreſaid exprefſion and ating of our. Saviour upon Infants, . 
clearly” inforces their Baptizableneſs, for that therein the Doarine of : 
Biptilmes precedes and goes before the laying (or DoErine of laying) ; - 
on of hands , ſo that if..your Argument be of any force (as'you think = 
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it is) that becauſe Repentance and Faith are there mentioned before 
Baptiſm, therefore none but ſuch as repent, and believe, or profeſs ſo 
to do, are 10 be baptized ( for I know not for what elſe you quoted 
Hcb. 6.2. ) then my Inference toois valid : That becauſe Baptiſm is 
there mentioned before laying on of hands, therefore it ought to be firſt ad- 
miniſtred, and by conſequence, where Chriſt did atually lay on haxds 
with bleſſing, and declare it to be his mind, that ſuch miniſterial alts of 
his Kingdom as that ſhould be allowed, and they not forbidaen them, there 
alſo it is his mind, that they ſhould firſt be admitted to, and injoy what 1s 
in order before it, even Baptiſm; for Baptiſm goes as much there before 
laying of h mas, as Repentance and Faith gobefore Baptiſm. 1 hope you 
will not forbid Children from coming to Chriſt,or to his Servants, left 
by him in his room to adminiſter in his Church. ( with whom he alſo is 
preſent ) for the laying on of hands, and bleſſing them in his Name, 
(though laying on of hands ſtands in Heb. 6. 2. furcher off from, and 
more after Faith and Repentance than Baptiſm there doth) after Chriſt 
hath ſhewed himſelf 'diſpleaſed with his Diſciples for ſuch a carriage, 
and he himſelf hath vouchſafed them ſuch an a of his Grace, and 
hath declared his mind, that he would have them ſuffered ro come to 
him forit: And if ſo, how can you, that pretend to obſerve the or- 
der ſer on foot at Jeruſalem, deny them what ts thence ordered to be 
before it, even Baptiſm ? See then how T xo teipſum jugulaſti gladio, 
your own weapon hath overthrown your cauſe, and the Parable in 
your mouth agrees no better, or 15 not more equal, than the legs of the 
lame, Prov. 26. 7. That Chriſt laid his hands on the Infants, and 
bleſſed them, 1s expreſly ſaid; and: it's obſervable too, that we read 
not that he did ſo to any otherelſe, except his aRual Diſciples, Luke 
24.. 50. ( whom, I ſuppoſe, you will grant to have been baptized, 
though we read of their Baptiſm no more than of thoſe Infants brought 
to him) and in his treating them as baptized Believers, or aQually pro- 
feſſed Diſciples, doth he not fairly intimate, that he would have them 
ſo accounted of by us, and therefore that we ſhould adminiſter to them 
ſuch a&s of his Kingdom as they be capable of, ſuch as is the laying 
on of hands, and, what is precedaneous to it, Baptiſm ; which that it 
uſually, or alwayes, preceded the laying on of hands in the Chriſtian 
Church, when the laying on of hands was not for bodily healing ( as 
it no where appears that it wasſo upon thoſe Children ) bur to confer 
bleſling on perſons as appertainingto the Kingdom of God, may be 
ſeenin As 8, 12, 17. and 19. 6. ſo that Infants being declared by 
_ . Chriſtto be cect ſubjeRts for the laying on of hands with bleſſing, they 
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are therein alſo intimately declared io be meet ſubjeAs of the forego- 
ing Ordinance to it, viz. Baptiſm, And this we have not originally 
from Rome, but from Feruſalem; yea, and more than this : For 
Secondly, I obſerve, that Chriſt giving forth his Commilſion to 
his Apoſiles for diſcipling (as the word {yadmivozrs [ignifies ) and 
baptizing, gives it in ſuch large and unlimited expreſsions as will reach, 
bur no way exclude, Infants from Baptiſm ; for he ſaith, Going, Diſc:- 
ple ye all Nations, Or all the Gentiles, as the ſame,words, mr mn $3vn, 
are rendred in Atts 15.17. 2 Tim. 4.17. Rom. 15. 11. and £91, 
Gentiles, very often, baptizing them, &c. Andthe Children of Gen- | 
tiles, coming to the Church of God, are Gentiles alſo as well as their 
Parents. Ipray mind it, he ſaith not, Go diſciple, or teach, al] N1- 
tions, or all the Gentiles, baptizing them of them that believe, or them. 
that profeſs Faith and Repentance, or thoſe that are come to years of 
diſcrerion, - much leſs them only , as limiting it to ſuch - No, nor 
faith he, Teach, or diſciple, all Nations, and then baptife thoſe that. 
are fore-taught, or diſcipled ; nor uſes he any ſuch limiting, or exclu- 
ding expreſsions, as you put upon it in your glofles and praRiſes ; but 
the words are at large, Go di(ciple all Nations, or all the Gentiles, 
baptizing them in, or unto, the Name of the Father, and of the Son,&c, 
which they were to endeayour to do by preaching to, and bap:izing 
all, ſo far as their abilities could reach, and their endeavours would 
be cloſed with, and received. And fo to ſmall and great they preach- 
ed, Ais 26. 22. compared with Rev. 20. 12. If therefore you will 
exclude them from being diſcipled, baptizing them, you muſt ſhew, - 
Quo warranto, by what warrant you do it, ſecing Nations, and Gen- 
tiles, yea, all the Gentiles, are words as largely comprehenſive of the 
leaſt Infants, as the word a»v9pw7©&;, rman, is to include women as ſub- 
jects of the Lord's Supper ; upon authority whereof they are taken in, 
{ ſuppoſe by you alſo, toit, without expreſs precept; or example, men- 
tioning them either at its firſt inſtitution, or following obſervation, 
that the Scriptures ſpeak of: See the extent of the ſame words in 
Matth.25.32. with Rev. 20.12. Gal. 3. 8. Rev. 13. 5. 
Object. Perhaps you will ſay they cannot be diſcipled. 
_ Anſw. But is 1t enough for you to ſay fo, without ſhewiag that 
. Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, fay ſo? If they be included in the Commil. 
lion, as to its ſubjet, the Nations, or Gentiles, : we are to endeavour 
ro fulkil the work of it as we can. © And that way of diſcipling there 
exprelled, as to the former part of it, The baprizing them in, or wito, 
the Name of the Father, &c, is poſsible enough tobe ated upon them, 
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even as poſsible.as the laying on. of hands; for even Infants were: 


among, andof the Fathers, who were all baptized unto Moſes in the 
Cloud, and inthe Sea, 1 Cor. 10, 2, And they may be taught too as 


they grow up to capacity among the Nation3, or Gentiles: yea, and 


the ApoRtles aRts of teaching the Nations, in ſo muchas they are on 
record, are in actual being for them betore ſuch capacities, as read 

againſt their capacities come unto them. And Ithink, that even Chil- 
dren, or Infants, may be included inthe name of Diſciples, or in the 


ſubjeRs of thoſe aRts, whereby perſons were firſt made Diſciples; as. 
obn 9. 28. with Gal. 5. 2, 3. 1n the former the Jews ſay they were 


Moſes Diſciples; and were they not begun to be made ſo by Circum- 
cilion, ſeeing the latter place tells us, that Circumciſion obliges the 


receivers of it ſoto be, while it binds them to obſerye the whole Law 2 
And Infants were capable of being circumciſed :. yea, and when the- 
Apoſtle ſaid, Why tempt ye God to put 4 Yoke upon the neck, of the 
Diſciples, were not the little ones of the circumciſed Chriſtians among 


and of them, upon whom they would put that yoak, A&-s 15, 10: 
And when they of the Circumciſion were ſome of thoſe that by ſpeak- 
ing perverſe things drew away Diſciples after them, and they ſubyert- 
ed whole Houſholds, were not they alſo, who wers little ones in thoſe 
Honſholds, of the perſons drawn away after them- to be their. Diſci- 


ples! 4s 20. 30: with T3r.1. 11, I am ſure the little ones of old 


ſtood before God with their Parents to enter 1nto an Oath and Coye- 


nant with him, and, I think, that was a Diſcipling them to God, Dew. 
29. 10, 11, 112, 13. And, I think, little Children, even Infants, are 


as capable of ſuch aRts now as they were then. TI am ſure there is no- 


thing in the a& of baptizing, which may not be done to- Infants AS Ea: 


{ily as the a& of Circumciſion, or any other as, by which formerly 
they might enter into Covenant with God. 


Obj.2, If you ſay there's enough to exclude Infants from Baptiſm in 
that. | | 


I, Inplaces mentioning Baptiſm there. is no mention of Infants bapti-- 


zed, -or tobe baptized, +: | ws 
2. That ſuch things are required of perſons to be baptized as Infants 
cannot perform, and were often prattiſed too. And 
3. That Faith, or Believing, ts mentioned before Baptiſm, in Mark 
16, 16. Acts 18, 8. which are the ſum of all you can ſay againſt it. 
Anſw. Tothem Ianſwer 1, To the firſt, that 


reaſon neither did Chrift dyefor, or ſhall raiſeand judge Infants dy- 


ing ſuch ; nor may any woman beadmitted to the Lord's Supper, nor. 
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0 into water to be baptized therein; for none of theſe things are ex- 
preſt iri thoſe terms in Scripture, — 

2, Children are mentioned in A&s2 38, 39. ( one of the places 
direRed to by you ) as thoſe to whom the Promiſe, upon which Bap- 
tiſm, and the exhortation thereto are grounded, appertains. And he 
| ſaith not, the Promiſe is to you, and to your believing, or grown 
Y _ Children, much leſs to them only, but, To you, and ro your Children, 

and to ſo many as the Lord our God ſhall call; -and it's manifeſt, thar he 
called Nations to him, Iſa. 55. 5. Pſal. 5o. 1. and Children 1s a word 
belonging as well ro Children in infancy as otherwiſe,, But I know 
that you directed to this Scripture as to ſomething from 7erſalem, 
reaching us that men muſt firſt. repent before they be baptized ; and 

ſo the conlideration of it leads us(&s what was ſaid to the Eunuch, 


| As 8. 37. If thou wy” with all thine heart thou mayſ# be baptized, 
y and Ats18.8.c. AMV0)to | 

' 2, TotheſecondT fay: 7. With reference to thatin As 2. 38, 
- 39--41. that what it ſhews and direRs us to 1s properly this, That in 
| preaching to a people ignorant of, and oppoſite to: the profeſſion of 
Chriſt, and his Doctrine and Diſcipline, repentance of ſuch evils as is 
neceſſary to be preached to, required of, and practiſed by them un- 
to, or before, Baptiſm with warer ; which is granted; but what is 
that tothe Infants of ſuch, in caſe the repenting Parents offer them to 
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._ the Kingdom of God; they are not included inſuch requirings, yet 
th they may enter the Kingdom, and partake of God's Ordinance and 
Bleſling, as our Saviour's determination before conlidered evidences ; 
though no enemies to, and oppoſers of, Chriſt might have hands laid 
, on them, with bleſſing, without repenting, and therefore neither Bap- 


tiſm that precedesir. And indeed it's obſervable, that in As 2. 38, 
» 39. though the Apoſtle Peter, ſpeaking to ſuch ſaith, Repent ye; yer 
inexhorting to Baptiſm he changeth the perſon and faith, & £79 
| £135Or vuar, andlet every one of you be baptized; and then as a compre- 
7 henlive ground adds. For the Promiſe is to you, viz. to you who are 
exhorted to repent, and to your children, &c. And every one of ' 
them might include all of them, young and old ; for ſo the words, 
ye, and you, and yours, evidently do extend their ſenſe and (ignifi- 
cation ſometimes, as when the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, A&s 3.22. A Pro- 
phet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you ont of your brethren : and 
ver. 25,26. Ye arethe children of the Prophets, and of the Covenart 
which the Lord made with our Fathers. Unto you firſ God having rai- 
ſed np hu Son feſus, ſent him to bleſs you in turning every one from you 
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iniguities, Trae it is that it is ſaid, Then they who gladly received the: 
Word were baptized, ver. 41. but thoſe wordsneither ſay, that ſuch on- 
ly were baptized, nor much leſs, that no other might be, or might 
have been baptized, buronly who did follow the counſel given them ;, 
the relt, asthe Phariſees formerly had done, rejeAing, againſt them- 
ſeles, the counſel] of God, were not baprized, Lake 7. 30..much 
leſs faith it, that none of the Children, or Infants, of thoſe perſons: 
were bapiized, or baptizable, Children being often reckoned witl 
their Parents in ſuch like ſpeeches, as Exter8. 17. P/al. 115. 13, 14, 
15. Jf we ſay, they that believed entred the Land of Cannaarn, we 
exclude not their Infants in ſo ſaying, though yet the ground for In- 
fanc-baptiſm- is not ſo much to be ſought for in thoſe who turned Chri- 
{tans from among the Jews, where. (and while) Circumciſion was the 
initiating Ordinance into the Covenant and Church of God, as from 
Chriſt's declared mind abour Infants, thetextent of his Commiſſion 
for Baptiſm, and the Apoſtles practiſe in, and upon, the Gemtiles,where 
Circumcilion was not praQiſed, and where whole Houſholds were ad- 
mitted, and baptiſed, without the leaſt intimation, that if there were 
any Infant-children in, or of, chem, they either were, or ought, tobe 
omitted. For 
2. ( With reſpet both to As 2.38. or to any othef. paſſages 
where Repentance, or Faith, were required, practiſed, or profeſſed be- 
fore Baptiſm ) its obſervable, That it was not alwayes ſo, - that is, all 
that we read to have been baptized, are not ſaid ro have firſt either re- 
pented, or believed, witneſs 4s 16. 14. Lydias Houſhold, the firſt 
company of perſons among the Gentiles whom we read that Baptiſm 
was practiſed after.the doubt, or queſtion, about Circumciſion was de- 
bared, and publickly derermined.. It's ſaid there of. Lydia her ſelf, 
that God ozened her heart to attend to.thethings ſpoken by Paul, but no 
mention of any ſuch thing of any of her Houſhold, who yet are ex- 
preſly ſaid to have been baptized ; nor ſatd ſhe afterward to the Apo- 
ttles, If ye have judged us faichful, as there might have been need 
for it, if any of her Houſhold were adult perſons (for might not any 
of them, it unfaitbful,. have betrayed them !.) bur, if ye have judged 
me faithfultothe Lord, come i-10 my houſe. Nor are any of the Bre- 
thren, whom the Apoſtles ſee, when brought out cf the priſon they 
herook themſelves to Lydia's Houſe, ſaid to have been the men of her 
HouſhoJd, but rather they were thoſe, who being in that City con- 
veried ( a3 there was.a famous Church pianted there with Biſhops and 
Deacons, Phil.1, 1.) cametogether to Lydia's Houſe to the ans, 
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before their leaving that City , and going elſewhere; yea, and/in | 


what's ſaid of the Jaylors Houſho!d it's obſervable, thar, it's neither 
ſaid, that the Jaylor and all his believed, nor that ail were baptized 
with him did Grft believe, the word believed (in the Greek) being of 
the {ingular number, and agreeing only to him, and fo the word re- 
joyced , though it's ſaid, He was baptized, and all bis ſiraightwayes ; 
the word' tranſlated with all his houſe ( 7270:#: ) being an Adverd, ar.d 
ſignifying word for word houſwholly, may ſeem rather to delong to 
to the Verb rejoyc:d, and may lignitie etther with all bis houſe, or per- 
haps in reſpe& of all his Houſe , as cauſe he had to rejoyce in behalf 
of them all; inas muchas the word of the Lord bad declared the fal- 
vation of God to it all; that he believing thould be ſaved and his 
Houſe, both from the judgment then feared by bim,. the deſtruction 
of him and his Houſe threatned by the Earthquake, and alſo that both 
he and his Houſhold, brought into the Church of God, ſhould be in 
the way to attain ecernal ſalvation through Jeſus Chiiſt, into whoſe 
Name, and Faith, they were therefore baptized. Though if they were 
all aRual Believers it proves nothing againit Infant-bapiiſm. For 
3. ThepraRiſe of requiring Repentance and Faith to Baptiſm, and 
of baptizing ſuch as firſt:profeſs them, is but what is alſo done by thoſe 
who baptiſe Infants; in ſuch like caſes as thoſe were in, which we 
read of the Apoſtles ſo doing ; for we muſt diſtinguiſh de eccleſia inſti-- 
tuenda, > eccleſia- jam inſtituta, between the Church as in gathering. 
out of the world, and the ſame as actually gathered owt and fecled, 
which you willingly overlook ; their cafe was, that they were gather- 
ing Jews, and Gentiles, 1gnorant of, and- oppolite profefledly for- 
merly to Chrilt, to believe on and confeſs him, in which caſe they 
that baptiſe Infants alſo do require of ſuch grows perſon ( as in Ame 
rica and other places ) that they turn from cheir Heatheniſm and Idc- 
latry, and believe on Chrilt; and that unfeignedly too ; - if: they would, 
they and theirs,beadmitied.into his Church by Baptiſm; they can re- 
late ſuch things ſaid by them in ſuch places to ſuch perſons and tami- 
Hes, and ſuch profeſſions made before baptizing them. And as their - 
. relating ſuch things without mention of Infants ( ſuppoſe) inſuch 
and ſuch Houſhoids proves not that they baptized no Infants , or. 
thought Infant-baptiſm anjawful ; no more doth the Apoſtles mention- 
1ng, that they requ red ſuch thiags in grown perſons, formerly fſtran--- 
' gersto that profeilion, withour mentioning Infants in the Houſholds 
baptized, prove, that they rejected them from, or omitted them in, 
Bapiiſm, Nay,. we may obſerve, that. among the Jews (if credic 
po OW}, - may; 
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- may be given to their Writers, as common humanity will oblige u 
thereto in ſuch ordinary matters of fact ) they did both baptiſe 
( even Infants ) and in proſelyting Heathens to their Church require 
of grown perſons, and accordingly grown perſons did profef; ſuch 
things as Infants were uncapable of performing who yer nevercheleſs 
were ordinarily made Proſelytes with their Parents. Ir 1s obſeryable 
what Ainſworth to this purpoſe relates out of their Doctors in his An- 
notations on Gen.17.12, By three things ( [ay they ) did Iſrael enter 
into Covenant, viz. Circumciſion, Baptiſm, and Sacrifice, for which 
they alledge Exod. 12. 48, and 19. 10. and 24.5. and ſo (ſay they.) 
:7: al Ages when an Etbnick, ( or Heathen ) ts willing to enter into Co- 
wenant, and gather himſelf under the wings of the Majeſty of Gol, and 
take uron him the yok of the Law, he muſt be circumciſed, ba;tized, 
and bring a Sacrifice : and if it be a woman, ſhe muſt be baptized, aid 
bring a Sacrifice, as it 1s written, As ye are ſo ſhall the Stranger be, 
Numb 1.5.15. —— Ard when a man or woman co:wes to joyn a Proſelyte, 
they make diligent inquiry after ſuch, leaſt they come -— for ſome riches 
rh:y may receive, or for ſome dignity, &C. or ont of fear. If no ſuch 
| like occaſion be found inthem, they make known to them the weightineſs of 
the Law, &Cc. to ſeeif they will leave off. If they take that upon them, 
and withdraw not, and they ſee that thzy come of love, then they receive 
them, asit ts written, When ſhe ſaw that ſhe was ſtedfaſily minded to go 
with her, then ſheleft ſpeaking to her, Ruth. 1.18. So that we may 
ſ:e they rook other courſes in proſelyting grown perſons,and put other 
things upon them than they did with Infants, and what Infants were 
not capable of nnderſtanding, or performing; though thar excluded 
not, nor proves, that they excluded Infants for ſuch incapacities. Bur 

. -belides all this. | | 

4. By your way of arguing you may alſo conclude no Infants dying 

in infancy to be ſaved, or to have part in the Kingdom of God, as ir 
{ignifies either the ſtate of ſpecial Grace, or of Glory ; and ſo that 
in no ſence Infants can, or may, receive theKingdom of God ; or 
' may be ſuffered to come to Chrilt for it, contrary to our Saviour's [n- 
timations and Commandments, Lake 18. 16, 17. for the Scripture, 
and holy men, yea God himſelf, therein uſually requires as much and 
more tothe entring thoſe ſtates, and aſſert more praiſed before ad- 

- miſſion into them, than they do to mens receit of Baptiſm, and admiſ- 
lion thereby into memberſhip in the viſible and profeſſed Church of 
God; aSin 7oha3.3,5. Except a man (1.e. any one) be born from 
above, of water, and of the Spirit he cannot enter into,or ſee, the Kingdom 
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of God; and that birth is ordinarily the effe& of the Goſpel heard and 


believed, James 1.18. 1 Pet. 1.23. and in JohnG6.53. Except ye cat 


the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink, bis blood, ye have no life in you, 


Hatth. 5.20. Except your righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, Yo ſhall in no wiſe enter the K ingaom of Heaven -. 


Sze alſo Aﬀs 26. 18. Rom.F.1, 2. Ads 14 22. Ag: 'it was faid- 


to the Eunuch, If thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt be ba;- 
tized: So it was faid to the youns Man, If thor wilt enter into life, kgep 
the Commandments; among which is named, Honour thy Father and thy 


Mother, Matth. 19. 17, 19. If then the nor being able to profels 


Faith, or to believe with all the heart, exclude Infants admiſion into 


the Kingdom, as it ſignifies the Church ſtate by Baptiſm, (which 1s the. 


leſs holy ſtate of it ) becauſe that was required of the Eunuch, and 
praiſed by him, and others, before baptiſed : How? ſhall not the want 
of capacity in Infants to keep the Commandments, as tro honour their 


Father and Mother, (yea, and to have God for their God, for that's 


included in the firſt Commandment ) hinder them from entring into its 
moſt holy tate of eternal life, becauſe that was required of the young 
man thereunto ?- yea, both Faith and Baptiſm are required generally to 
ſalvation, and He that believes not ( *## 71501 ) 55 damned, or condemn- 
ed, John3.18. If therefore Infants cannor, nor do, perform the fo-- 

mer, nor therefore may havethe latter, how then ſhall they be ſaved ?- 
Aark, 16. 16. with Jobx 3.18. yea, by your way of arguing ( as I 


have ſhewed in a former Letter, not hitherto anſwered by you as to - 


that allegation ) Chriſt dyed not for them ; for they are never menti- 
oned in any mention of his Death, and the 4{{ he dyed for, He ayed. 


for them, that they ſhould henceforth live no longer to themſelves, but to 


bim that dyed for them and roſe again, 2. Cor. 5.15. and Infants dyirg 


in their Infancy, how: can they while: they do live do that ?. Nor ſhall - 


they be raiſed againto life, becauſe its they who haye done good thar 


ſhall be raiſed to that reſurre&ion; and they that ſhall be judged 
thereto ſhall be judged according to their works; bat Infants can do | 


no works, much leſs good works to be rewarded, 7ohn 5.29. Rev. 
20. 12. yea, and ſeeing the Scripture ſaith expreſly, That the unrigh- 
reou ſhall not inberit the Kingdom. of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, How ſhall In-- 
fants inherit ir, andſo it beof ſuch, they having no righteouſneſs? or 
{ce God without holineſs ! Heb. 12. 15. for if they be righteous, ir- 


muſt either be with the righteouſneſs of Faith, or of Works : Of 
Works , I ſuppoſe , you will grant they cannot; and if you deny 
them thbe.righteouſneſs of. Faith, becauſe they cannot belicyc,muſt you - 
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Not then neceſſarily ſhut them out of God's Kingdom among the un- 
righteous and unholy ones? And what then becomes of our Saviour's 


ſaying, That of ſuch is the Kingdom of God? And that He that re= 
ceives not the Kingdom of God as a little Child ( that is, as a little 
Child receives it ; for ſuch is the force of ſuch like expreflions, as Be 
wiſe as Serpents, that is, as Serpents are wile; Be innocent as Doves ; 
that is, as Doves are innocent) canzot enter thereinto, Luke 18, 17. 
But again, | | 

' 5. Either they believe, or they do not believe. If they do-notbe- 
lieve : Hethat doth not believe u now condemned, John 3. 18. if they 
do believe, then have they that that proceces Baptiſm, Heb.6.2. 
and you cannot juſtly deny it them. And why may 1t not'be that they 
are reckoned Believers by him that imputes Righteouſneſs without 
Works, till aQually they refuſe, and reject, the Grace of God, and 
itz Inſtrutions ( when an aRual repentance thereof, and turning in to 

elieve, areneedful to their finding mercy, as they are alſo in baptized 
grown B-lievers, in caſe, after their Belief and Baptiſm, they turn 
alide to any corrupt wayes or principles) ſeeing ſuch are ſaid ſome- 
time in Scripture to believe; as in Pſal. 22.9. Thou didſt make me 
hope, or truit, when I was upon my Mothers breaſts: and Pſal. 71.5, 
Thou art my truſt from- my youth; wherewith agrees Matth 18.6. 
when our Saviour, takinga little Child, ſaid, Whoſoever ſhall offend one 
of theſe little ones, that belive in me, it-were better for him that a Mill 
ſtone were banged about hus neck, &C. whence he warns, Take heed thas 
ye deſpiſe not -one-of theſe little ones, for I ſay unto you, that in Heaven 


rneir Angels do alwayes behold the Face of my Father that is in Heaven - 


for the Son of mantis come to ſave that which was loſt (and omits not any 


_of them for their-4ittleneſs, tor ) zt 7s not the will of my Father in Hea- 


wen, that oneof theſe little ones periſh, Marth, 18.10, 11, 14. Do you 
keep that Commandment in your practiſe? I pray 1mpartially exa- 
mine your ſelyes, and ſee, if your deſpiſling them as not having ſuch 
and ſuch capacities, and aQts, be not the great ground of your denying 
them Baptiſm; and ſo, whether-you need not that curbing inſtrution 
ro the pride of your hearts, in conceiting highly of your own meet- 
neſs for the receit of the Kingdom of God, and baſely of them as to 
meetnels for ir, which our Saviour, being very angry with his Diſci- 
ples for forbidding the little ones, gave to them, wiz. Verily 1 ſay un- 
zo you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of God a5 a little Child; 
- (as unmeer as you think them to be for receiying it, and however 
much-you reject them upon that conceit )) ſhallin no wiſe enter therein, 
— IE _ Luke 


Luke 18. 17. which-T obſerve follows-inthat Evangeliſt immediately 
upon our. Saviour's Parable of the Phariſee and Publican,, uttered 
againſt ſuch as truſt in themſelves that they are righteous, and deſpiſe 
others, and; his InſtruRion from it, that Every one that exalteth him- 
)) ſelf ſhall be abaſed, but he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted , asim- 
fk | - plying, that the Diſciples in that a& were ( and ſoall their followers 
therein are) guilty of that leaven of the Phariſees there reproved by 
him , which, together with his being greatly diſpleaſed with them, 
(Hyardxmwma walde agre tulit , he took it very il], or as rhe ſame word 
i5 rendered in atth. 20. 24.and 26, 8. and Zuke 13. 14. He hadan' 
indignation againſt them ) and his very tender reſpect ſhewed on the 
contrary to the little ones in that i24]ugaron a naoys, embracing them 
in his arms, he bleſſed them, ark 10. 14, 17. ſcares me ( and ſoit ' 
may do wiſer men ). from joyning with ſuch as reject them from Bap- 
tiſm, calling it by reproach, Baby Baptiſm, and accounting Dogs as 
meet ſubjeRsfor it as little Children, | 
Obje&t. Perhaps you will ſay ( as I bave heard ſome ſpeak, to ſome 
ſuch purpoſe ) that you have very good thoughts of Infants, andlook_ up- 
on them as ſuch as are, while Infants, through Chriſt's Death and Re- 
ſurreftion, in a ſtate of grace, and favour, with God, and that dying 
Infants they are ſubjefts of. God's heavenly Kingdom; God imputins 
| righteouſneſs without works to them ; but therefore alſo be reputes them as 
By | baptized too, and ſo they need not come, nor be admitted, to Baptiſm to- 
better their condition. It you think, or ſay fo then Ifay further ts 
j you. . But | 
_ Anſw. 1. Do.not ſuch ſayings as theſe, Except ye repent ye ſhall all 
A likewiſe perifh : Except aman ( is, any one ) be born again, he cannot 
| ſee the Kingdom of God. If thou wilt enter into life keep the Command- : 


ments : and diyers the like, ſtand every whit as much againſt ſuch 
charitable thoughts of Infants, that can do no ſuch things, as any ſay- 
ing in A#s2.38. Heb. 6.2. or elſewhere can ſtand againſt their 
baptizableneſs? And * IV24) 3] BEST, 
2 2. Might nor the Diſciples thoughts poſſibly be fuch too, and ſo 
they might argue, why ſhould they trouble their mater for what was 
= needleſs? Bur it's to be minded, that our Saviour inferrs the quite 
| contrary to this concluſion ; not, away with theſe Infants, \and ler 
7 them nor come to me, for of ſuchis the Kingdom of God, and ſo they | 
4 be bleſſed already , they need no laying of hands for that, but on. the 
Y x contrary, Let them. come to me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch1s the 


Ktngdom of God:And which way of inference ſhall we belt like and fol-- | 
low! His, or theirs that infer quite contrarily?  C. 3.45 | 


_ - ew 


» 


| (16) 
3. As for the third'plea : the naming believing, or repentins, 6r 
the like before Baptiſm, belide whar's already faid I add, that there's: 
reaſon, n | Þ 
I. Becauſe these are the chief and:more principal diſpoſitions re-: . 
quilite to God's Kingdom. | 
2, The Apoſtles, and Difciples,were ſent to others beſides Children, 
whom they firſtly, and immediately, were to deal with, and not to- 
Children, but as they were ( as it were ): appendices to them, - and 
conſequents of their converſion z and of ſuch thoſe things muſt ne- 
ceflarily be required and profeſſed firit , otherwiſe neither Baptiſm - 
ppon themſclves, or theirs, could diſciple either- of them, or-conduce- 
thereto, + —; | 
3. God reputes Infants as or with ſuch as have thoſe diſpoſitions; 
bow elſe ſhall his Kingdom or Bleſling, the Believers portion, apper-- 
[ain to them: JOE 28  al.va [ 
4. Though yet the order of words 1s not the order of things ; as- 
in Rem. 10.9, Mark 1.4, _ - ; 
The Scriptures then we ſee,ſay nothing againſt; but give fair grounds: 
for Infant-baptiſm-if tmpartially conſulted and ſeen into... And mens: 
denying it to them ſprings rather from their blindneſs joyned-with a 
Phariſatcal' conceit-of their own ſeeing,.and deſpiting others, and in- 
ſome partly from their nor diſcerning, or believing, rhe-extent of the: 
Grace of God, or judging aft:r appearance, To-whom, with little 
alteration, we might fay as Chrilt.ſaid to the Sadduces, ( who found: 
the RefurreRion as little named in Aoſes writings, as theſe find Infant- 
baptiſm in the Apoſtles ) Ye err not knowing the Scriptures, nor the gy a- 

_ riouſneſs of God, and of our: Lord Feſus : We haveſeen inpart the pra-. 
iſe and judgment of Ancient Chriſtians, which may: give ſome light,. 
as to matter of fat inthe fir{t times; - and though it was-leaſt practiſed 
in the'Greek-Clurches, yet it was not there condemned, but praRifed: 
i caſe.of-apparent danger of. death,as ſomehave obſerved. What Ter- 
rullian pleaded for was ( to uſe his own phraſe, a cunitatiopotius quan 
negatio Baptiſmi') a Ueferritig rather than adenying of Baptiſm: to 
them as unjawful, And as for the deferring it ( as by Conſtantine, 
Arruſtize, and others, both Greeks and Latines ) it ſeems rather to 
tayc ſprung froma thought, that the longer they delayed it, the more- 
ins they might waſh away 1n receiving it, 1f not alfo that they might 
£41n the longer time: to ſin with ſafery, as 1it'1s with them that delay 
their repentance z-.contrary. it was to the praQiſe of the. Apoſtles; who! 
Dapt1zza Converts, them,and theirs, {tratwayes, and ſaid; why tarrieff 
thou-?:ariſe, &c, Aﬀts 16. 33, and 22, 16. F=44 
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T-know for your urging perſons baptized in Infancy to be again bap- 
tized after aRual profeſſion of Faith, you bave another plea, but I 
think not from Jeruſalem: ; it 15 that they being bur ſprinkled, or having 
water but powred apen them, it was no Baptiſm; rchough in the Name 
of Chriſt , but Rantiſm rather ; you prerending that the only way of 

| ny is by dipping.or plunging into the water the head or whole 

WEE nd LEES ww tba big 

To-which-therefore I demand further,what command you haye from . 

Chriſt,or: his Apoſtles, that they ſhould baprize only by dippins, or, 

plunging . and if none, whoſe Commandment you :-bſerye therein ? or. 

| what ground you-have to diſanul all other forms ? 1 fault not thar way 

| of dipping, bur your tying up the O dinance therero, making it ſo eſ- 

| ſential ro ir, that it's nor B3ptiſm you ſay,if nor that way adminiſtred.-. 


I deſire your order from-Chriſt for chat, for there is difference between. 
the prattiſe by ſome, and a precept ;. firſt practiſes in Ordinances, as to. 
mode and manner, are.no: alwayes binding; the Paſs- 
over was at rſt injoyned,and obſferved,to be eating ina. Exed.12.11.. 
poſture ready for travail,but yer we find no intimation 
- of any ſuch poſture in our +aytour and. his Dilciples eating it. Chrit 
alſo inſtituted his Supper in the,evening, and after another Supper, the. 
bs Paſcover fore eaten, MMatrh.26.20,26; Luke 22.15,19, 20. yet we ſup- 
poſe irno lin to take it eithcr'at noon, or faſting, becauſe we- have no. 
precept totye us up to that manner and time. It's one thing to pra- 
| ctiſe or commend a faſhion, and another ro make it the only neceſſary 
mode, condemning all others that differ therefrom 
: If you, (as ſong; others do.): urge the ligniacation of the: word: 
=  Bantizo. To that Ianfwer (as I have ſaid in another Writing, not an- 
| ſweredhy you) 1. That ſo the word Supper properly lignifies a fal- 
ler meal eat az or towards night, as Luxe 14. 12,16. yet-we dv not 
therefore judge it neceſſary ro make a fuil mea] of the Acimvoy Kv :caxoy, 
the Lord's Supper as it is called 1 Cor: 11. 20.. calling the other by re- 


je Bo proach, rather a bice and a ſup, or to take it only in the evening. 
2: Nor doth the word Baptize only lignifte ro dip, or plunge, for then. 
| | 11t mult alwayes ſo (ignifie ; but ſo it doth notin 1 Cor.10.2., Att.1.5. . 


certainly the Iſraelites, baptized unto Moſes inthe Cloud and.in the - 

Soa,were neither dipt,or plunged,into the Cloud,nor into the Sea, wet- 

b>-: ;ted it's probable they might be, at leaſt ſome of them,by both. And 

1 -- the baptizing with the H6ly Ghoſt ys in A&4 2, 17. not interpreted. 

1 the dipping into him, bur ſaid to be done by powring out.the Holy 

| Ghoſtupon them. 3. The Apoſtle tells us of Hu27929 8 Bur] Tu, di-- 
| vers _- 


vers waſhings, or Baptiſins, underthe Iw;- where he ſuppoſesthey 


were not all of one ſorr,or form,and probably heincludes thereintheir 
ſprinklings too,-Heþ.9. 10.' 4. Tobe ſure the-Promiſe of ſprinkling 
many Nations, in: 7/2. 52.15. endtbeſprinkling or powring clean wa- 
ter upon them;. Ezek, 36.25. bath its completion in what is called the 
baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt; '# not alfocheformer, inthe ourward: 
ſprinkling .many Nations in, the outward Baptiſm, as the effet of 
Chriſt's coming and being preached rothem; And'if God interpret the 


- word Baptiſm by ſuch expreſſions that's more worth-than renthouſand 
" Lexicons, or Authors, to-warrant or determine in what manner of aQi-. 


on,or form,it may be acted with his approbation, - Eph. 3. 1. 


Now Sir,if you pleaſe to conlider theſe things, and will anſwer them 
ſubſtantially, you may do ſomethingto. perlwademe, that your pra- 
iſe is according to Chriſt's Command, -and that Infant-baptiſm came 
from Rome, andnor from erxſalem, and: ſoI may be'induced to lead: 


my Countrey-men therefrom. It's a point, I aſſure you, I have been 
very tender in, though yet having waved all praQtiſe of baptizingany, 


I cannot find ſach concludingneſs in what's alledged againſt Infant- 


baptiſme, as- to condemn it, but rather to allow and approve it. If 
you can ſubſtantially eyervate and overturn all here ſaid, I ſhall liſten 


to it, but, I pray, catch not only-at ſome ſentence, or piece, of it, 


but conſider the whole deliberately. And the Lord guide us both, and 
all our hearts into his Truth, &-c. So delires | | 


Tonr Friend to ſerve you in what I may, 
J;; NH. 
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